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Emergency Authorizations 
 



Agenda: 
1.) NH Wetlands Law, Jurisdictional Areas 
2.) Storm Data 
3.) Emergency Authorization Process 
4.) Examples of Emergency Authorization 
Requests 

 
 



NH Wetlands Law 
NH RSA 482-A 

 



Section 404  
Clean Water Act 

 



NH Wetlands Law 
Jurisdictional Areas 

 



Marsh 



Bog  



Scrub Shrub 



Vernal Pool  



Vernal Pool  



 

Wet Meadow  



Wet Meadow  



 

Forested Wetland  



Forested Wetland  



Forested Wetland  



Forested Wetland  



Seacoast 



Seacoast Shoreline 



Tidal Buffer Zone 

100 Foot Tidal Buffer 
Zone 



 

Salt Marsh 



Lakes and Ponds 

Jurisdiction to “Top of Bank” 



Lakes and Ponds 



 

Streams 

Jurisdiction to “Top of Bank” 



Streams 



Rivers 



Storm Data 
 



When It Rains, It Pours, 2012 – Environment America 



When It Rains, It Pours, 2012 – Environment America 



NH Presidentially Declared 
Natural Disasters 

 

1953-2003 – 50 years: 15 

2003-2017 – 14 years: 17 



Irene, Lincoln 



Irene, Lincoln 



Alstead Flood 



Alstead Flood 



Keene Flood, 2005 



Rochester, 2006 



Emergency 
Authorization Process 

 



What Constitutes an 
Emergency? 

 

a.) Threat to Public Safety 
b.) Threat to Public Health 
c.) Significant threat to public property is 
imminent 
d.) The event causing the emergency occurred 
within the previous (5) days. 

 



Examples of 
Emergencies: 

 

a.) Undermining of Bridge Abutments 
b.) Weakening Dam Structures 
c.) Roadway Washouts/ Culvert Blowouts 
d.) Sea Wall Impacts 

 



During an Emergency: 
 

a.) Contact NHDES Wetlands Bureau – 271-2147 
b.) Property owner name 
c.) Contractor’s name and address 
d.) Name of town in which the project is located 
e.) Name of the affected waterbody/ wetland 
f.) Brief description of work to be done 
g.) Primary contact name & phone number 

 



NHDES may Request: 
 

a.) Photographs of the site 
b.) USGS Map with site located 
c.) A site sketch 
d.) Project narrative 
e.) Construction sequencing 



When State Offices 
are Closed: 

 

a.) Contact NH Department of Safety, 
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management Office at: (603) 271-2231. 
b.) Notify municipalities governing body. 
c.) Notify NHDES during the next working day. 

 



NHDES will Issue: 
 













Examples of Emergency 
Authorization Requests 



Conway, Slope Failure 
Emergency Authorization GRANTED 

 



 









Westmoreland, Bridge 
Abutment 

Emergency Authorization GRANTED 
 





 



Chichester, Suncook 
River Bank 

Emergency Authorization DENIED 
 









 

Jay Aube 
Land Resources Management 
(603) 271-4056 
jason.aube@des.nh.gov 


